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INDUSTRIAL ENVIRONMENT CRISES IN PAKISTAN 

BY AHSAN IQBAL* 

INTRODUCTION 

Environmental issues in Pakistan have been disturbing the balance between economic 
development and environmental protection. As a great problem for the nature and nation of 
Pakistan and as Pakistan is a large importer of both exhaustible and renewable natural resources 
and a large consumer of fossil fuels. Environmental crises and pollutions are very dangerous that 
the modern world is facing today.  Environmental problems are nearing hazardous limits because 
people do not have awareness of its dangerous. Today world is talking about to remove the 
elements that are causing environmental problems and making lives hard of people and animals. 
There are many environmental issues in Pakistan that are causing Pakistan big time.  

 
The Industrial environment 

“One of the major challenges for industry is to aim for high environmental and working 
environment standards and achieve profitability and effectiveness at the same time.” As a big 
importer of renewable natural resources and a large consumer of fossil fuels, Pakistan’s Ministry 
of Environment takes responsibility to conserve and protect the environment however 
unfortunately there are many challenges. We have more money but our quality of life suffers and 
we can’t breathe and drink pure water then it is not worth it. Pakistan suffers from water 
pollution from raw sewage, industrial wastes, and agricultural runoff. There exists limited natural 
fresh water resources, and a majority of the population does not have access to potable water. 
The poor cannot deal with the impacts of a degraded environment. Their habitats are 
environmentally vulnerable and they do not have access to many facilities. As a result they face 
diseases because they live in low-income houses usually in industrial areas and have little choice 
in the quality of their nutritional intake.  They have minimum access to health services and spend 
long hours in polluted work places (factories) or work as unskilled labor.  

Water quality is deteriorating due to biological contamination from human waste, 
chemical pollutants from industries and agricultural inputs and salinity. Piped water also gets 
contaminated because pipes are laid very close to sewerage lines or open drains and chemicals 
like chlorine, which is mixed to kill bacteria, corrode the supply lines. Different toxic and 
poisonous substances are used in the process of different Industries. For example, lead is used in 
battery industry, chromium compound in leather industry, mercury in manufacturing industry 
and cyanide in metal finishing industry. Almost all chemical waste is dumped untreated into the 
river system from where it is taken out to sea. A large number of industries discharge deadly and 
toxic waste into storm-drains, in the Lyari, Korangi industrial area and Malir River. These 
include leather tanning units, pharmaceuticals, petrochemicals, refineries, chemical, textile, 
paper and pulp, engineering works and thermal power plants. The Lyari River has become a 
putrid and toxic gutter due to discharge of effluents. Solid waste also finds its way into the water 
system. The first environmental assessment study in the country was conducted at the SITE 
industrial area to record the effect of industrial wastewater on Karachi's vegetation (Dr. S.A. 
Qadir). There were traces of heavy metals such as chromium and nickel in the vegetable samples 
the industries were not using any pollution control measures whatsoever. Untreated industrial 
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waste is not only affecting the environment but ultimately is also having its toll on the country's 
health, by polluting the water bodies. This renders them useless for human consumption and 
irrigation.  

Consequently, it is responsible for the many water borne diseases that plague the country 
and account for 60% of infant deaths. These toxic compounds are the major source of 
contamination and pollution. Industries do not have the financial resources to install waste 
management facilities such as incinerators, while industrialists are also generally unaware of 
waste management principles. Waste collection in industries and hospitals is performed by staff 
with no training on hazardous waste management. Hazardous waste is often dumped alongside 
MSW, creating risks for the staff themselves and the public.  

Aside from waste generators, governmental capacity for hazardous waste management 
also needs to be built. Hazardous waste is not addressed specifically within environmental 
policy, especially as policymaking processes do not involve waste management experts. Public 
waste management facilities are few in number and generally old. Institutional capacity thus also 
requires building. 

 
Solution of Environmental Problems in Pakistan 

The industrial owner should feel the responsibility that they should not throw out the 
garbage and tons of waste material in the lake or water river because just like the humans the 
water mammals also have the right to live their life with full freedom .The people and as well as 
the government of Pakistan will has to take some serious interests to control the environmental 
problems in Pakistan for living better and healthy lives. The government should take 
responsibility of making environment good for its people by making such laws that prohibited 
the environmental problems and pollutions. Print media and as well as electronic media of 
Pakistan should create awareness among the people about harms of environmental problems.  
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